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East Lansing Field Office (ES) i .
) _ 2651 Coolidge Road, Suite 101 i APE] 2 2002 '
SRR R A East Lansing, Michigan 48823-6316 Lt @Q b7

April 5, 2002 ' .

Dusty Shultz, Superintendent

NPS - Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore "ED \
9922 Front Street (Hwy M-72) IJ

Empire, Michigan 48630

Subject: Request for Comments on the Initial Scoping Stage of the wildland
Fire Management Plan, Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore, MI

Dear Ms. Shultz:

We appreciate receiving your March 21, 2002 letter regarding your proposal to
develop a Wildland Fire Management Plan for Sleeping Bear Dunes National
Lakeshore in Michigan. According to your letter, the proposed Wildland Fire
Management Plan will provide specific guidance and procedures for accomplishing
park fire management objectives. The plan will also serve as the primary guide
for all wildland fire management actions at Sleeping Bear Dunes National
Lakeshore, including response to wildland fire (lightning and human caused fires)
and the possible use of prescribed fires.

Your letter also indicates you will meet the appropriate level of compliance with
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the National Historic
Preservation Act. You should be aware that compliance with Section 7 of the
Endangered Species Act of 1873 (Act), as amended will also be required. The
presence of federally listed threatened and endangered species in the action area
indicates the need for effects assessments and determinations. This may take the
form of a biological assessment or a biological evaluation. Recommended contents
for such a biological assessment is found in 50 CFR 402.12(f). The cutcome of
this evaluation is a determination as to whether the project may affect a
threatened or endangered species. If you make the determination that the
proposed action is not likely to adversely affect the species, you must request
our written concurrence. A "likely to adversely affect" determination will lead
to the initiation of formal consultation and a bioclogical opinion from this
cffice. The consultation process is completed prior to the finalization of the
NEPA process.

We appreciate the opportunity to consult with the National Park Service in
regards to the conservation of endangered species in Michigan. Please contact me

or Mr. Jack Dingledine at 517-351-6320 if you have gquestions.

Sincerely,

Craig A. Czarmecki
Field Supervisor

G:\ADMINISTRATION\ARCHIVES\2002\aprilO2\NPSFireMgmtPlan.jvd.wpd ,
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Benzie County Record Patriot. Franktort. MI 49635, Wednesday, April 10, 2002

National Lakeshore begins fire management

plan process tonight

EMPIRE — Sleeping Bear
Dunes National Lakeshore has
begun the process of writing the
park’s Wildland Fire Management
Plan. This plan and associated
Environmental Assessment (EA)
will explore the various ways in
which National Park Service (NPS)
fire management policy can be car-
ried out and also analyze the
impacts associated with a variety of
wildland fire management pro-
grams.

. There will be an open house at
7:30 p.m., April 10 at the Sleeping
Bear Dunes National Lakeshore
Visitor Center in Empire, Michigan,
to explain the plan and process, and

to solicit comments and suggestions

on issues that should be addressed

in the Environmental Assessment.
Fire used to play a natural role in

“shaping the Sleeping Bear Dunes

National Lakeshore landscape and
its plant communities. Currently
there is an aggressive policy of full
suppression due to the lack of a
Wildand Fire Management Plan.

According to Shultz, “A policy
of total, aggressive, strict fire control
in all areas of the Lakeshore 1s not
cost-effective, responsive to land
management objectives, and most
importantly, runs counter to the nat-
ural role of fire in biotic and abiotic
systems.

Knowledge of the natural role of
fire in plant community dynamics
and fire effects on individual species
is continually expanding. It is now
known that fire is an important nat-
ural process.

In fact, many plant communities
are dependent upon fire for their
continued existence.”

Interested parties can also
request to be placed on a mailing List
to receive notice of further actions
in the planning process, including
reviewing the Draft Wildland Fire
Management Plan and
Environmental Assessment.

Written comments should be !

postmarked no later than April 22,
2002, and be
Superintendent, Sleeping Bear
Dunes National Lakeshore, 9922
Front Street, Empire. MI 49630.

Written comments may-aiéo be
submitted via the Internet to:
SLBE_Resource_Management@n
ps.gov.

addressed to
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Please provide any comments you might have on the Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore
proposed Fire Management Plan in the space provided below. Attach additional sheets if necessary.

Please retum your comments by April 22, 2002 to:

Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore
Attn: Fire Management Plan

9922 Front St.

Empire, Ml 45630

Comments:
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(Note: Name and address are optional)
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LAKE TOWNSHIP
5153 SCENIC DR. (M-22)
HONOR, MI 49640
(231) 325-5202

04-22-2002 RCVD

April 20, 2002

Fire Management Plan

Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore
9922 Front Street

Empire, MI 49630

The Lake Township Board is opposed to any fire management plan for the Sleeping
Bear Dunes National Lakeshore that would include a “let it burn” or prescribed burn
policy. The only logical and rational fire policy would be the continuation of full

suppression or putting fires out aggressively.

When one considers the narrow geography and topography, a 30 miles long boundary not
more than 2 to 3 miles in width and the prevailing westerly to southwesterly wind pattern,
it would be virtually impossible to contain a fire within the Sleeping Bear Dunes National
Lakeshore. The vegetation pattern in much of the park is mixed forest, with considerable
coniferous trees, especially heavy jack pine in the area between Lake Michigan Road and
Esch Road. Such a vegetation pattern would make it extremely unlikely that a prescribed
burn could be successfully carried out without high risk to surrounding private property.
One of the worst forest fires in recent Michigan history in Crawford County, the Mack
Lake Fire, began as a “controlled burn”.

Unlike many western national parks with vast expanses of land and truly “wilderness”
characteristics, the Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore, as originally conceived,
was not meant to be managed as a wilderness area. The park contains many inholders,
either on a lease or outright owners of private property. In addition, the park is bordered
on the east by private property and homes. A major fire in the Sleeping Bear Dunes
National Lakeshore could quickly jump M-22 and turn into a blazing inferno for adjacent

property owners.

Currently, fire service is provided by local townships. Specifically, Lake Township,
contracts with the Frankfort and Homestead Township Fire Departments to provide fire
service for our residents. Both are small, volunteer departments. The amount of money
for our contracts is based upon a formula that includes population, state equalized
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valuation and a three year history of usage. Any fire calls within the boundaries of the
Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore are factored into the costs of our contract. Last
year, 3 of our 7 fires in the portion of our township covered by Homestead Township
were directly related to the Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore. Our contracts
provide that should there be a major, catastrophic fire within our township, the contract
will be adjusted at the end of the year and the additional costs will be paid by the
township. A major, catastrophic fire in the Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore
could well bankrupt Lake Township.

As discussed in a recent meeting with Superintendent Dusty Schultz, Lake Township is
requesting in writing, the appropriate statutory language or legal opinion, which states
that a local unit of government must provide the National Park Service with fire service
protection, without the National Park providing the necessary funds to support such an

effort.

Lake Township further recommends that the National Park Service coordinate the
development of a fire policy with the local fire departments responsible for implementing
such a plan. We also recommend very close coordination and cooperation with the
Michigan Department of Natural Resources Platte River Fire Unit and the Traverse City
District Office. They are the acknowledged experts in this area on wildland fires and
posses the necessary equipment to suppress such fires.

The National Park Service has very limited equipment available to fight fires. We
strongly recommend that you aggressively pursue equipment grants for local fire
departments under the Urban Wildlands Fire program. Such grants should provide local
departments with sufficient resources to acquire equipment particularly appropriate to
wildland fire suppression.

While not minimizing the value of natural fires in the regeneration of vegetation and the
avoidance of fuel buildup from dead vegetation, alternative strategies should be
employed. Providing residents with permits to remove dead and down trees for firewood

might be such a strategy.

Finally, Lake Township requests that a full public hearing, well publicized in advance,
be held prior to the adoption of any fire policy by the Sleeping Bear Dunes National
Lakeshore.

Respectfully,

William Robinson, Supervisor
Jeflied C Y/

es Catton, Treasurer
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Lake Township News Page 4

TOWNSHIP BOARD LETTER TO NATIONAL PARK SERVICE REGARDING FIRE MANAGEMENT PLAN

April 20, 2002

The Lake Township Board is opposed to any fire management plan for the Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore
that would include a "let it burn" or prescribed burn policy. The only logical and rational fire policy would be the
continuation of full suppression or putting fires out aggressively.

When one considers the narrow geography and topography, a 30 miles long boundary not more than 2 or 3 miles in
width and the prevailing westerly to southwesterly wind pattern, it would be virtually impossible to contain a fire within
the Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore. The vegetation pattern in much of the park is mixed forest, with
considerable coniferous trees, especially heavy jack pine in the area between Lake Michigan Road and Esch Road. Such
a vegetation pattern would make it extremely unlikely that a prescribed burn could be successfully carried out without
high risk to surrounding private property. One of the worst forest fires in recent Michigan history in Crawford County,
the Mack Lake Fire, began as a "controlled burn”.

Unlike many western national parks with vast expanses of land and truly "wilderness" characteristics, the Sleeping
Bear Dunes National Lakeshore, as originally conceived, was not meant to be managed as a wilderness area. The park
contains many inholders, either on a lease or outright owners of private property. In addition, the park is bordered on
the east by private property and homes. A major fire in the Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore could quickly jump
M-22 and turn into a blazing inferno for adjacent property owners.

Currently, fire service is provided by local townships. Specifically, Lake Township, contracts with the Frankfort and
Homestead Township Fire Departments to provide fire service for our residents. Both are small, volunteer departments.
The amount of money for our contracts is based upon a formula that includes population, state equalized valuation and a
three year history of usage. Any fire calls within the boundaries of the Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore are
factored into the costs of our contract. Last year, 3 of our 7 fires in the portion of our township covered by Homestead
Township were directly related to the Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore. Our contracts provide that should there
be a major, catastrophic fire within our township, the contract will be adjusted at the end of the year and the additional
costs will be paid by the township. A major, catastrophic fire in the Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore could well
bankrupt Lake Township.

As discussed in a recent meeting with Superintendent Dusty Schultz, Lake Township is requesting in writing, the
appropriate statutory language or legal opinion, which states that a local unit of government must provide the National
Park Service with fire service protection, without the National Park providing the necessary funds to support such an
effort.

Lake Township further recommends that the National Park Service coordinate the development of a fire policy with
the local fire departments responsible for implementing such a plan. We also recommend very close coordination and

cooperation with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources Platte River Fire Unit and the Traverse City District
Office. They are the acknowledged experts in this area on wildland fires and posses the necessary equipment to

suppress such fires.

The National Park Service has very limited equipment available to fight fires. We strongly recommend that you
aggressively pursue equipment grants for local fire departments under the Urban Wildlands Fire program. Such grants
should provide local departments with sufficient resources to acquire equipment particularly appropriate to wildland fire

suppression.
While not minimizing the value of natural fires in the regeneration of vegetation and the avoidance of fuel buildup

from dead vegetation, alternative strategies should be employed. Providing residents with permits to remove dead and

down trees for firewood might be such a strategy.
Finally, Lake Township requests that a full public hearing, well publicized in advance, be held prior to the

adoption of any fire policy by the Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore.

Respectfully,

William Robinson, Supervisor
James Catton, Treasurer
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Township opposes park

fire policy

Eclitor's Nowe: Folliwving is a let-
ter sent fivme Lake Townslup super.
visor and treasirer to the Slecping
Bear Dues Nariemal fakesions
reganding s fire management plan
witl a capy made available to the
Revend Patrior.

Ta the Record Parriot:

The Lake Township Board is
appased 1o any flire management
plin for the Sleeping Bear Dunes
National Lakeshore that would
include a “let it bum™ or prescribed
bum policy. The only logical and
rational fire policy would be the
continuation of full suppression or
putting fires out aggressively.

When one considers the narow
eeography and topography. a 30
miles long boundary not more than
two to three miles in width and the
prevailing westerly to southwesterly
wind pattern, it would be virtually
impossible 1o contain a fire within
the Sleeping Bear Dunes National
Lakeshore.

The vegetation pattern in much
of the park is mixcd forest, with
considerable coniferous trees, espe-
cially heavy jack pine in the area
between Lake Michigan Road and
Esch Road. .

Such a vegetation pattern would
make it extremely unlikely that a
prescribed burn could be successful-
ly carried out without high risk to
surrounding private propenty. One of
the worsi forest fires in recent
Michigan history in Crawford
County, The Mack Lake Fire, began
as a “conirolied bum.”

Unlike many westemn national
parks with vasi expanses of land
and truly “wildemess” characteris-
tics, the Sleeping Bear Dunes
Mational Lakeshore, as onginally
conceived, was not meant to be
managed as a wildemess area,

The park coniains many inhold-
ers, either on a lease or outnght
owners of private propeny.

In addition. the park is bordered
on the east by privale property and
homes. A major fire in the Sleeping
Bear Dunes National Lakeshore
could quickly jump M-22 and tum
inlo a blazing infemo for adjacent
pmp«:n‘y owners.

Currently, fire service is provid-
ed by local townships. Specifically,
Lake Township, contracts with the
Frankfort and Homestead Township
Firc Departinents (o provide fire
service for our residents.

Both are small, volunteer depast-
menis, The amount of money for
our contracts is based upon a for-
mula that includes population, state
cqualized valuation and a three-year
history of usage.

Any fire calls within the bound-
aries of the Sleeping Bear Dunes

National Lakeshore are factored into
the costs of our contract. Last year,
three of our seven fires in the por-
tion of our lownslup covered by
Homestead Township were dircctly
related to the Sleeping Bear Dunes
National Lakeshore.

Our contracts provide that there
should there be a major, catastroph-
ic fire within our township, the con-
tract will be adjusted at the end of
the year and the additional costs
will be paid by the township. A
major calastrophic fire in the
Sleeping Bear Dunes National
Lakeshore could well bankrupt
Lake Township.

As discussed in a recent meeting
with Supenintendent Dusty Schultz,
Lake Township is requesting in "
writing, the appropriate statutory
language or legal opinion, which
states that a local unit of govern-
ment must provide the National .
Park Service with fire service pro-- -
tection, without the National Park
providing the necessary funds to-.
suppon such an effort. |

Lake Township further recom-
mends that the Mational Park
Service coordinate the development
of a fire policy with the local fire
departments responsible for imple-
menling such a plan. r

We also recommend very close
coordination and cooperation with -
the Michigan Department of Matural
Resources Platte River Firs Unit
and the Traverse City District
Office. They are acknowledged
experts in this area on wild land
fires and posses the necessary

equipment to suppress such fires. .
The Mational Park Service has. ..

very limited equipment available to
fight fires. We strongly recommend
that you aggressively pursue equip-
ment grants for local fire depart-
ments under the Urban Wildlands
Fire program.

Such grants should provide local
departments with sufficient
resources o acquire equipment par-
ticularly appropriate to wildland fire
suppression. .

While not minimizing the value
of natural fires in the regeneration
of vegetation and the avoidance of
fuel buildup from dead vegetation,
altemative strategies should be
employed. Providing residents with
permits to remove dead and down
trees for firewood might be such a
sirategy.

Finally, Lake Township requests
that a full public hearing, well pub-
licized in advance, to be held prior

to the adoption of any fire policy by

the Sleeping Bear Dunes National
Lakeshore.
William Robinson, supervisor
James Catton, treasurcr
Lake Township

IBenzie County Record Patriot, Frank[ort, MI 49633, Wednesday, May 1, 2002
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Traverse City Record Eagle, Traverse City, MI 49634, Sunday, May 3, 2002

" ing Bear

Prescribed burn
policy risky for

By James Catton

The Lake Township Board s
opposed to any fire management
plan for the Sleeping Bear Dunes
National Lakeshore that would
include a “let it burn™ or pre-
seribed burn policy. The only log-
ieal and rational fire policy would
be the continuation of full sup-
pression or pulting fires out
aggressively.

When one considers the narrow
geography and topography, a 30-
mile-long boundary not more than
two to three miles in width and the
prevailing westerly to southwest-
erly wind pattern, it would be vir-
tually impossible to contain a fire
within the Sleeping Bear Dunes
National Lakeshore, The vegeta-
tion pattern in much of the park
is mixed forest, with considerable
coniferous trees, especially heavy
jack pine in the area between Lake
Michigan Road and Esch Road.
Such a vegetation pattern would
make it extremely unlikely that a
prescribed burn could be suc-
cessfully carried out without high
risk to surrounding private prop-
erty. One of the worst forest fires
in recent Michigan history in
Crawford County, the Mack Lake
Fire, began as a “controlled burn.”

Unlike many western national
parks with vast expanses of land
and truly "wilderness” character-
istics, the Sleeping Bear Dunes
National Lakeshore, as originally
conceived, was not meant to be
managed as a wilderness area. The
.park contains many inholders,
.either on a lease or outright own-
ers of private property. In addi-
tion, the park is bordered on the
east by private properiy and

_homes. A major fire in the Sleep-
.ing  Bear

Dunes National
Lakeshore could quickly jump M.‘

22 and turn into a blazing inferno

for adjacent property owners.
Currently, fire service Is provid-
ed by local townships. Specifical-
Iy, Lake Township contracts with
the Frankfort and Homestead
Taownship Fire Departments to
‘provide fire service for our resi-
dents, Both are small, volunteer
.departments. The
maoney for our contracts is based

upon a formula that includes pop-,

ulation, state equalized valuation
and a three-vear history of usage.
Any fire calls within the bound-
aries of the Sleeping Bear Dunes
National Lakeshore are factored
into the costs of our contract. Last
year, three of our seven fires in
the portion of our township cov-

* ared by Homestead Township

were directly related to the Sleep-
Dunes  National
‘Lakeshore, Our contracts provide

“ that should there be a major, cat-

astrophic fire within our township.

amount of,

dunes lakeshore

SEER FORUM @

the contract will be adjusted at the
end of the year and the addition-
al costs will be paid by the town-
ship. A major, catastrophie fire in
the Sleeping Bear Dunes Nation-
al Lakeshore could well bankrupt
Lake Township.

As discussed in a recent meel-
ing with Superintendent Dusty
Schultz, Lake Township is request-
ing in writing, the appropriate
statutory language or legal opin-
ion, which states that a local unit
of government must provide the
National Park Service with fire
service protection, without the
national park providing the nec-
essary funds to support such an
effort.

Lake Township further recom-
mends that the National Park Ser-
vice coordinate the development
of a fire policy with the local fire
departments responsible for
implementing such a plan. We also
recommend very close coordina-
tion and cooperation with the
Michigan Department of Matural
Resources, Platte River Fire Unit
and the Traverse City District
Office. They are the acknowledged
experts in this area on wildland
fires and posses the necessary
equipment to suppress such fires.

The National Park Service has
very limited equipment available
to fight fires. We strongly recom-
mend aggressively pursuing equip-
ment grants for local fire depart-
ments under the Urban Wildlands
Fire program. Such grants should
provide local departments with
sufficient resources to acquire
equipment particularly appropri-
ate to wildland fire suppression.

While not minimizing the value
of pature in the regeneration of
vegetation and the avoidance of
fuel buildup from dead vegetation,
alternative strategies should be
employed. Providing residents
with permits to remove dead and
down trees for firewood might be
such a strategy.

Finally, Lake Township requests
that a full public hearing, well
publicized in advance, be held
prior to the adoption of any fire
poliey by the Sleeping Bear Dunes
National Lakeshore

About the author

James Catton is the treasurer of
the Lake Township Board. He lives
in Honor.

About the forum

The forum is a periodic column
of opinion written by Record-
Eagle readers in their areas of
interest or expertise. Submissions
of 700 words or less may be made.
Please include biographical infor-
mation and a photo,

Appendix D

D-20



Environmental Assessment

USDOI National Park Service

Fire Management Plan

Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore

wodaBea-plosaiGyuss Je 1o ‘govl

-£€6 (1£Z) 38 payoeal aq ues ays “san

-UNoo SizUag pue aajsiuew ‘neueaan
jo) sspodas ayy s| g Aaows

‘Rarjod Aue sdope

AIAIBE HIE ] By adojal play

aq dupreag arpgndd Jug e pajsanbag
pey speiayjo  digsumay, ayen

‘mes Sudaq 'sjon

SUOD INOTITM g aa1y e 39 sal

LUSBOP 2214108 A 2y, ) ojul

TG uonned jo jo) e S0y

uepd ayy ul suang pag

-aad 10) spaendajes papuja

sey
DIAIDG L] D) pres ose g g
ARG
-doxd ajeapd sdvwep pue spuis
WA £y pauue) 24 1o 00Ul Jo no
prasds ppnoea swang paguasaad ey
POUIBIU0I [[1)S S1 oY pres Andag

‘pres ay fuepd ay) ssna

-SIp 0] YIUOW ISE] DNYS )im jow
SJa[a a1y (ea0] SN0 pue Sndagg

uepd a1y noge 21|

nd aapy speanpa dyang Louy) asneaaqg

sdurieay aqnd jo doaey up sy

at pres ‘digsumo], 0Ly uagn jo
Sndag ugop ' jangs aany (g0 aup

‘pres ay ‘Sue

Prov o3 Joags a8 papaap jou

DALY S[EID1JO DIIAJAG WIE ] pius

ofoue s ‘uepd ayy Fupdopasp w
paainbag jou aae sEuLIat g

JUIUIIOD UBJLIM 10) pottad Lep-gg
(IO g []La U] e} Ja)V

pres oy 'syaom Jyda o) anoj uy
Apead ag ppa unpd 3y 3o yeap v

ueyd aty jo jusurdojaaap

) Jo jaed se uow jse| uaye)

adam ‘swang paguasald Juisn 1o £3

1 1ssaadddns [n) oy duinuyy
-ued duipnput ‘suondo Japo puw
e} uo juawiwod argnd uan s
‘uondo ue fjataw s1 Ad1jod wang
paquaasard au) pres ‘1eaq) Juidaals
A0} 120110 JuawdFeuLw allj pue
Joduel Janp dunoe 'oydue g 2amng
Y Kisng yuspuajuadns 1eag
duidaa)g 0] 2104M JuIdowD(] 20Ul
-wouapy Bigedng Soataaag jaeg v
SUOTEN 1) JO S[eId1jjo 0] ‘piodal
apya0] 'uomsoddo a0 Jaoddns )
aa10A Sgnd Lew £3y) yatym ul
DNUDA B SUDZIJID IO PUE SJUDNINS
uoa Aul piojje (s Suneay v,
WIadu0) passaldxa
pet]  Sjuanjsuea  awos  ples
g ‘darpod sy 0} suenaalqo 1ead
Aue asey jou spop ay pres yedn)g
‘BAOYSIHE] DIIE-(00'LE A1) ul a1

[04UA2-Ja- N0 uR ajpuey 0] Jamod
-unin a1) aaey juu op sdujsumo)
JE30] ) pue |ojuoed jo o peatds
A suandg poaqraasoud ) uiasuod
POssAIAXD DARI $JD1D DAY €207
1] saa1) adoasees asou
Judaald pue s0a4) PEIP PUR SN
.h..'—:___ 1-1_5 Cn___:. [} _umruzoﬂp: sallj

paquiasaud, pajjed-os moju Lew
K3t pLes se1d1)jo 2314195 Hae|

JUDWDFLUEW 3IL) 5] JO HOISIADL
B U0 SJUIMWed udplim pajdadon
ADAIDG HAL [ D) uow se]
o
3ty Jo jed Apesaje spuawwod o1|

BRSPS € ot |

(el Huryu] prus 201198 HAu [,
GGG T T
-uonupy saung aeag durdang )
ur saaty qno dund fojeipannat
ol Judsimd $)1 suopuige
104 AU | [RUGuN 1)) D10jo0]
papaou st ojuamod agnd aaowm
pies Lepsaupag uo yeduys j1eq
doy SN — ALLR)Y @SUMAVIL

@) yels 2bey-piooay

HLIWS A30V1S Ag

pPauIaduod aID SUSZYIO
awos |nq ‘sajolod ,uing
paquasaid, o} jo8lqo
j,useop ay pios a4 M

uejd 341} uo JUBWUI0D SHO3S jednls

Db b i1 it ek e b

Z00Z ‘6 Ael
Aepsanij|

at

L TOVF@IOOTY

RAEpaSHA

D-21

Appendix D



USDOI National Park Service
Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore

Environmental Assessment
Fire Management Plan

PostIt” FaxNoje . 767)  [0ai 57 /5‘/;‘& [ages® /

[ SegH T[T & gy

Y

Co./Dept. Ca.

s L

"Bhone ¢ r‘ ? !{ Phona 4 33?4‘?5'4/-

Georye Weeks-TC Page 881

Fax #

et 23T skl

MICHIGAN'S 18T DISTRICT

e —
2348 Rayburn Bullding 202-225-4738

from
Congressman

Washington, D.C. 20513 Fax 202-225-4744

W

) W, E-mall: stupak®@mali.house.gov

Web: A

For Immediate Release Contact: Bob Meissner (202) 225-4735
May 8, 2002 E-mail: robert meissner@mail. house.gov

STUPAK WANTS PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT IN FIRE PLAN FOR SLEEPING BEAR

WASHINGTON — Officials from Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore should hold an on-the-
record, public hearing and permit public comment on their new Wildland Fire Management Plan
before that plan is adopted, Rep. Bart Stupak, D-Menominee, said today.

Stupak made his request for & public hearing in a Friday letter to Dusty Shultz, Sleeping Bear
superintendent. The request was spurred by a March policy statement by Shuitz that any new fire plan
would likely abandon the policy of total suppression of fires and would recognize fire as a “natural
process” in the park, utilizing accidental or prescribed fires as part of park habitat management,

Stupak did not state objections to such a plan, although he indicated that some constituents had
stated concerns about the burn policy. A hearing will afford my constituents, and other citizens, a
venue in which they may publicly voice their support or opposition, for the record, 10 officials of the
National Park Service” Stupak wrote.

Any such meeting should be well-publicized, and direct mailings should be made to concerned
individuals, as required, he said,

In a firefighting-related matter, Stupak in a separate letter Friday asked Shultz to state her position
on the issue of whether local units of government can or should be reimbursed for firefighting
services within the park boundaries,

The letter was prompted by Lake Township's concern that a local unit of government must provide
the park service with fire protection, without the National Park providing the necessary funds to
support such an effort.

Stupek told Shultz he would investigate sources of funding for these units of government, “should
their own resources be exhausted due to fire emergencies occurring on federal lands.”
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